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Judicial, TVA nominations dead, Alexander says

By BILL THEOBALD
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WASHINGTON -- The nominations of Gus Puryear of Nashville to be a federal judge and Susan Williams
of Knoxville to the board of the Tennessee Valley Authority are dead for this year, Sen. Lamar Alexander
said this morning.

"That's not going to happen," Alexander said at a briefing with Tennessee reporters, referring to the
nomination of Puryear for a federal judgeship in the Middle District of Tennessee. "That's another
example of the Democratic Congress not approving a qualified nominee."

The nomination by President Bush of Puryear, general counsel for Corrections Corporation of America,
had been criticized by prison rights and civil rights organizations because of his role in representing the
largest private prison company in the country.

Williams' nomination has been stalled because Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nevada, wants a
Democratic representative on the TVA board.

Puryear issued a statement through CCA. "l was honored to be nominated and understand fully how
election-year politics works in Washington. | am very happy in my current job and look forward to
continuing to work with my friends in Nashville to make our city and state a better place."



